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The Annual Review of  Critical Psychology 11 with a focus on gender 
and sexuality is formed by a number of  articles on diverse themes and 
theoretical perspectives. This diversity is seen in relation to the themes, 
approaches and also from papers from different geographical loca-
tions. This broad scope allowed for a plethora of  perspectives, also 
pointing to the importance of  intersectional work for critical perspec-
tives, hence, the papers considered key social categories in their analy-
sis, such as gender, sexuality, class, race, age and disability, and many of  
them accounted for intersections of  social categories in their analysis. 

Intersectionality within critical research can be a challenge. Here the 
need to consider power relations in research is central to a critical anal-
ysis; on the other hand, this requires a constant reflexivity on the part 
of  the researcher, on their research process and analysis. One shared 
notion among the critical perspectives this issue is aligned with, is that 
these social categories are not seen as essentialised or naturalised, but 
rather are understood as social discursive constructions that have their 
historical reiterations and formations in diverse ways in different loca-
tions. It was clear that in all the papers featured; critical analysis of  het-
erosexual normative constructions prevailed, pointing to the effects 
of  patriarchal, heterosexual and cisgender social constructions and 
their dynamics and effects, particularly in relation to social exclusions. 
However, there are specificities on the ways that these dynamics oper-
ate locally, and how unbalanced discursive social categories operate in 
specific places and contexts.

On translation

The authors were invited to publish their papers in two languages, or 
only in English. This strategy was sought to facilitate the dialogue and 
dissemination of  these debates. This incorporates also the debates on 
knowledge production and the importance of  considering local strug-
gles.
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For this process, two interesting aspects emerged, first on the translation itself  and on con-
textualization; and second on the diverse views on local struggles, knowledge and language. 
Regarding the translation and contextualization, and also for the papers which were in En-
glish originally, the authors had to contextualize their papers and local shared understand-
ings; other issues and particularly gender and sexual performances that are taken for grant-
ed in their specific locations also had to be further explained for a wider audience. Second, 
as our reviewers and editors also come from a range of  locations and diverse theoretical 
perspectives, a variety of  debates where brought to the fore regarding academic language 
and theoretical perspectives. The meaning attributed to words, phrases, and experiences 
depend on the particular social location in which they occur. This is read as a point of  
reflection on how we can incorporate multiple perspectives into our intersectional critical 
work. Therefore, this special issue is diverse in the broadest sense of  the word, it contains 
intersections, contradictions, and multiple analysis that support as well as challenge our 
understandings of  gender and sexuality. This is in fact, a crucial debate to put forward, that 
is, on the ways that sexual politics are shaped locally, on the discourses produced and on 
theoretical perspectives developed within this.

The issue

This Special Issue shows this diversity of  perspectives and local knowledge among the 
themes brought up. Many articles offer Feminist, Transfeminist and Queer perspectives. 
Some have drawn on psychoanalytic theories, on critical theories and interdisciplinary ap-
proaches. The contributions were from academics, researchers and activists.

Key themes were brought up by a number of  papers such as disabilities, trans debates, and 
their intersections, which are important areas in need of  further research and visibility. Oth-
ers have centred on the theoretical perspectives regarding feminism and their intersections 
within contemporary debates, such as the very notions of  gender and sexuality, psychiatri-
zation, homophobia and transphobia; and other articles have dealt with a range of  issues 
regarding local struggle, fight for recognition, juridical and social acknowledgement.

External Reviewers

We would like to express our deepest thanks to all the reviewers who contributed to this 
special issue. Their comments were crucial in order to enlarge the debates brought up. 
These are: Amana Mattos, Ana Paula Gianesi, Andrea Mascis, Anna Paula Vencato, Antar 
Martínez, Barbara Biglia, Benedito Medrado, Claudia Matus, Cristiane Gonçalves, Con-
ceição Nogueira, Daniela Danna, Edward MacRae, Erica Souza, Frederico Viana Macha-
do, Gavriel Ansara, Gerard Coll-Planas, Hannah Berry, Jan Hutta, Jane Callaghan, Juliana 
Perucchi, Karl Bryant, Lucas Platero, Maria Carolina Garcia, Paula Sandrine, Luiz Toledo, 
Marco Antonio Torres, Mary Bryson, Paulo Nogueira, Robin Bauer, Sam Warner, Shaun 
Grech, Sonia Soans, Tabea Huth, Tey Meadow, Viviani Catroli
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Layout and Image

We would like to thank Isadora Teles de Castro for the layout and Luiz Palma for the image.

Special acknowledgement: Paco Guzmán, an activist for the Movimiento de Vida In-
dependiente and researcher at the Institute of  Philosophy of  CSIC in Spain, passed away 
recent this year. Raquel (Lucas Platero) has made an homage to Paco Guzmán: “Paco 
Guzmán passed away recently in 2013, and I would like to pay tribute to his memory by 
recommending reading his farewell letter, “Panegírico”, which was published in several 
newspapers. Accessible online at (last access October 20th, 2013): http://www.eldiario.es/
retrones/Voces-Panegirico_6_138646141.html”
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